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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


FROM: 


Henry A. Kissinger 


SUBJECT: Situation in Cambodi: 
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Attached is a cable from General Haig reporting on various aspects 
of Clio situation in Cambodia. He makes the following points of 
particular interest: . • 


-- There have boon no signs yet that the enemy has started 
moving supplies along tho routes available to it la 
Northern Cambodia* If such o. movement develops 
interdiction will not be difficult because of the small 
Cambodiaa population in the area. 

«- The Commander of the 7th Air Force states that wc are 
going to move toward using Thai or South Vietnamese 
pilots in Cambodia and wo should move immediately to 
prepare forward air control airs reft for Cambodia, 
including the joint pilot teams needed to o J •* w ‘tJt them* 

Preparations for tactical tax* ornoort aro Enovi: much 
too indecisively and slowly to bo of much use to the 
Cambodians in the oeriod of their greatest danger. 

Firm directioa from Washing ten in the next few days 
io needed. 

-- According to the VC Deputy Commander of the Sub Region- 
2 Area who r^lcd to the GVN on May 20, COSVN had 
prepared a plan for attacking Phnom Penh on May 3. The 
plan was broken when. US forces entered the Fish Hook 
on May 1 and CG'J’vM signaled its subordinate unite that 
further orders should bo awaited. If this to alimony is 
verified it indicates that the MY A / VC intended to Install 
a now government by force in tho capital* 
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Becaus o o£ g ca fete i* e d looting and some indiscriminate 
bombing by Souch Vietnamese forces, come immediate 
■ steps are. .necessary to sustain the existing unity of . 
purpoce between the GVN ax^d the Cambodians# 
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• Because of disruption to rubber ' plantations in the Fish 

Koofc it wiU-prooabty not be possible to secure the area 

o xr ke op tlx o plantation 3 w o r ki ng af 1 i o r US . fo reexs 1 oa vc • 

We‘ should consider the possibility of evacuating the 

miemployetl workers to prevent their rocruifctneufc by the 
enemy. • 


Evidently, the VC/TTVA program of recx*uiting 
Camboaian "liberation &rmy ff in Sihanouk f 8 na. 
made little progress go far. 
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